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Understanding Over Loss
Megan Chan
This work focuses on the twist of what 
were to happen if the prey and predator 
parted ways with a mutual understanding 
WKDW�LI�WKH\�ƮJKW�WR�WKH�GHDWK�WKH\oOO�HQG�XS�
losing more than they bargained for.
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 There is an interesting paradox that 
exists for religious women. Despite religion’s 
historical association with gender inequality, 
women demonstrate higher religious 
participation than men (Roberts & Yamane). 
However, women are still underrepresented 
in positions of religious authority—a 
phenomenon known as the “stained-glass 
ceiling” (Roberts & Yamane).1 The “feminization 
of religion” refers to the process by which 
feminine traits, such as tenderness, love, 
DQG�VHOI�VDFULƮFH��DUH�JLYHQ�PRUH�UHOLJLRXV�
value. This process does not necessarily 
mean that women themselves have become 
more valued in religions. John Hawley’s 
quote in Religion in Sociological Perspective 
describes the essence of this phenomenon: 
“Theological appreciation of the feminine does 
not necessarily lead to a positive evaluation of 
real women” (Roberts & Yamane, 277). In other 
words, while feminine qualities are appreciated 
in religion, religious institutions appear to favor 
men over women in prominent positions.
 The question is then: why do so many 
women remain devout, even when they face 
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church’s response to social norms about 
gender and sexuality (Roberts & Yamane). The 
Church maintains a fundamentalistic theology, 
believing in a literal reading of the Bible and 
Book of Mormon and the notion that prophets 
are conduits for the word of God.14 Thus, 
they often cite the eternality of God’s word to 
explain this resistance to change.
[…]

Conclusion
 Through its history, The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints has held 
strong traditionalist beliefs about gender and 
women’s divine roles as wives and mothers. 
Despite being structurally undervalued, 
Mormon women have always found avenues 
for self-empowerment, be it within Relief 
Societies or in modern feminist movements. 
0DQ\�FRSH�ZLWK�FRQưLFWLQJ�PHVVDJHV�DERXW�
femininity through cognitive restructuring, a 
process of gender negotiation in which women 
in traditionalist faiths reshape their worldview 
to accommodate broader social ideals 
ZLWKRXW�VDFULƮFLQJ�WKHLU�IDLWK��7LPH�ZLOO�WHOO�LI�WKH�
Church’s stance on women’s roles will result in 
its detriment, or if it will remain an entrenched 
Christian sect. Being such a new religion, it is 
necessary to consider how they will evolve 
with the 21st�FHQWXU\��VSHFLƮFDOO\�KRZ�/'6�
traditionalism will navigate an ever-progressing 
VRFLHW\��DQG�KRZ�/'6�ZRPHQ�ƮQG�QHZ�ZD\V�WR�
negotiate their roles amid such contradictory 
messages.

14  Sects often reject “compromises” to doctrine, believing in the original revelation as the only “authentic expression of the faith” 
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simultaneously distancing themselves 
from Latinx immigrants today. I attribute 
this rhetorical manipulation to assimilation 
theories and racist nativism. Theories 
around assimilation are used to demonstrate 
the “Americanness” of early European 
immigrants and their ability to culturally 
align with hegemonic ideals of the United 
6WDWHV��7KLV�MXVWLƮFDWLRQ�LV�XVHG�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�
European immigrants “properly” contribute to 
society. Alternatively, my participants’ ties to 
DQFHVWUDO�LPPLJUDWLRQ�DUH�XVHG�WR�GLƬHUHQWLDWH�
and demonize the experiences of Latinx 
immigrants in the United States. They contrast 
the experiences to maintain the superiority of 
Anglo culture and oppress anything seen as 
“other.” The hierarchy between immigration 
groups maintains racist, nativist ideals 
because it defends the power imbalance 
between white or Anglo natives against Latinx 
people. Consequently, these characteristics 
led my participants to call for protecting the 
national identity of the United States against 
immigrant invaders. They argued that the 
United States needed to be protected from 
the dangers of sanctuary cities or birthright 
citizenship. For many people, sanctuary cities 
and the Fourteenth Amendment directly 
oppose US nationalism because they are seen 
as loopholes that support immigrants. These 
responses demonstrated how the “American” 
identity is constructed by “cherry-picking” 
immigrant characteristics, both historically and 
today, that support Anglo-dominant culture 
and uphold imbalanced systems of power for 
white “Americans.” Latinx immigrants, even 
when they are seen as positively contributing 
to society, are demonized against white 
“Americans” because they are viewed as 
UDFLDOO\�DQG�FXOWXUDOO\�GLƬHUHQW�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�
dangerous. 

 For some, the implementation of strict 
immigration laws over the past few decades 
have proven to be an appropriate response 
to protect the United States. Despite the 
penalization and stigmatization that Latinx 
immigrants face, those in favor of immigrant 
restrictions cling to the opportunity to maintain 
the current power structure in the United 
States. This has serious implications for future 
generations, as they are apt to face similar 
situations and discourses. 

Key Takeaways 
 Overall, my participants demonstrated 
WKDW�ODQJXDJH�KDV�SRZHUIXO�HƬHFWV�RQ�WKH�
social mobility of Latinx immigrants, as they 
are portrayed socially, through media, and 
against the white “American” identity. Many of 
my participants were not always aware of the 
implicit biases they presented, and this was 
informative of the idea that the United States 
is a “nation of immigrants” despite an overall 
rejection of Latinx immigrants in policy and in 
US integration. 
 Notions of “illegality” serve to degrade 
Latinx immigrants by demeaning their human 
existence to one composed only by status. 
This is often reciprocated in the media and 
can impact more widespread views of Latinx 
immigrants. Immigrant integration into US 
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RI�ƮVK��DQG�VDQLWDWLRQ�LVVXHV���0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�
environmental concerns can be traced back 
to IBAMA’s environmental assessment which 
is now under scrutiny for noncompliance with 
environmentalists and indigenous populations 
(International Rivers, 2016).   
 Prior to the construction of the 
GDP��WKH�ULYHU�KDG�D�VWHDG\�ưRZ��KRZHYHU��
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EXW�KHOS�LQGLYLGXDOV�DFFRPSOLVK�VLJQLƮFDQW�
DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ƮHOGV�

Reshaping Education
 The current structure of the education 
V\VWHP�DOORZV�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�OHDUQ�GLƬHUHQWO\��
like dyslexic students, to be left behind. If they 
are to learn the skills and methods that work 
best for their way of thinking they are forced 
to learn these outside the “normal” classroom. 
So, perhaps it is time to consider making 
the classroom less “normal.” The current 
standardized education and testing system 
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an environmental justice approach, human 
impact (land dispossession, health violations) 
(Hilborn et al., 2018). The nebulousness 
of the environmental impacts of shrimp 
farming necessitates a multi-scalar, dynamic 
investigation. The state has operated in 
consonance with the global neoliberal agenda 
DQG�UHLƮHG�D�V\VWHP�RI�ODQG�GLVSRVVHVVLRQ�
and innumerable human rights violations. 
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