Economics 2020 Principles of Macroeconomics

Spring 2009 University of Colorado at Boulder

Instructor: Samuel Raisanen

Office: Econ 14 (In the basement of the Econ Building, across from the men’s room)
E-mail: raisanes@colorado.edu, Samuel.Raisanen@colorado.edu

Office hours: Tuesday 9:15-11:15, Thursday 1pm-3pm, By Appt.

Course website: http://www.aplia.com

Lecture: Tuesday-Thursday, 11:30 am-12:15pm in MCDB A2B70
Teaching Assistants (TA): Catherine Massey, Jieun Chang, Song Sim
TA E-mails: catherine.massey@colorado.edu, jieunc@colorado.edu,
song.sim@colorado.edu

Required Text: « Krugman, Paul and Wells, Robin, (2006), Macroeconomics, Worth
Publishers — I would suggest looking for used/new copies online before buying at the bookstore



mailto:raisanes@colorado.edu
mailto:Samuel.Raisanen@colorado.edu
http://www.aplia.com/
mailto:catherine.massey@colorado.edu
mailto:jieunc@colorado.edu
mailto:song.sim@colorado.edu
http://www.aplia.com/

incentive to read the articles 10% of the grade will be determined by preparing a short summary
and answering a few articles for a number of articles. You must do 8 of the 11 articles. | will
give a number of questions to consider for each article. Write a summary of the articles and
answer the questions in paragraph form. Include a second page of relevant graphs if requested.
The article analysis must be a page typed, double spaced, 12 point Time New Roman font, with 1
inch margins to receive credit. The summaries will be worth 2 points each and are due in class on
the day we discuss the article. The first point is for the summary and the second is for answering
the questions and including the relevant graphs. If | feel you are putting in less than full effort
less than full credit will be awarded. 1 will not accept e-mailed articles as being present for the
discussion is part of the assignment. The articles will be posted online a few days prior to their
due date.

Grading: There will be 2 midterm exams worth 20% each, 12 graded Aplia homework worth
15% total, recitation worth 10% (as determined by the TAs), articles worth 5%, and a final exam
worth 30%.

Final Letter grades will be assigned as follows:
93.00-100.0% ... A
90.00-92.99% ... A-
88.00-89.99% ... B+
83.00-8799% ...B
80.00-82.99% ... B-
78.00-79.99% ... C+
73.00-7799% ... C
70.00-7299% ... C-
68.00 -69.99 % ... D+
63.00-6799% ... D
60.00 -62.99 % ... D-
59.99-0.00% ... F

These grades are the grades | will guarantee. | reserve the option to curve the final grades
upward.

Examinations: The three exams will take place during regular class time in the regular class
room on the dates listed below. The multiple-choice portion of the exams will be graded by
Scantron, so be sure to remember a #2 pencil. You’ll also want to bring a calculator (no cell
phone calculators). The format of questions will be multiple choice and short answers. Exam
questions will be based on material covered in the book, lecture, and in the problem set.
Questions will test your memory and understanding of the definitions and concepts covered, and
your ability to synthesize the material and apply the concepts in a new context. I’ll talk more
about each exam as the exam date approaches.

Since this is a large class, make-ups for any exam are allowed only under compelling
circumstances. Under such a compelling circumstance, you are almost always required to make
prior arrangements before the exam, usually one week in advance. In the event that a make-up
exam is warranted and is not able to be completed before other exams are returned, | may choose
to increase the weight of your final instead.



Aplia Website: Weekly homework assignments are found on the Aplia website. These
assignments will collectively count for 15% of your grade. The Aplia site requires a
separate registration process. Here are the steps:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Connect to http://econ.aplia.com

Complete the Configuration Test and make adjustments to your configuration if
necessary

Return to the Sign In page and click "Register Here"

You will be prompted to enter your e-mail address and select a password

You will then be asked to enter your course key, which is: 34SR-XT5A-Z2RB

You will only need to register once. After the registration process is complete, you will
not need to enter the course key again. For technical problems or problems signing in,
please send Aplia an e-mail by clicking on the "Help" link in the upper-right corner of
any page or by e-mailing support@aplia.com.

Student benefits: By completing regular work in association with the lectures, you will
better prepare yourself for the lectures and exams in the course. Cramming is not an
effective method of learning. Think of the regular assignments on Aplia as a weekly
Economics workout. Practicing and applying what you are learning from Aplia and
lecture will better prepare you for class.


http://econ.aplia.com/

Disclaimer: I am not financially affiliated with Aplia and receive no monetary benefit
from requiring this material.

Important Dates:

Classes Start: Tues, January 13th

Recitations Start: Monday, January 19th

Exam 1: Tuesday, February 17th

Exam 2: Thursday, April 2nd

Final Exam: Mon. May 4, 1:30 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Course Outline:

Course Content Homework

Week of | Tuesday | Thursday Due @ 11 pm

Jan 13 Intro, Ch | Ch 6 Sunday (Ch 2)
2

Jan 20 Ché Ch7 Sunday (Ch 6)
(Article)

Jan 27 Ch7 Ch9 Sunday (Ch 7)
(Article)

Feb 3 Ch9 Ch11l Sunday (Ch 9)
(Article)

Feb 10 Ch11 Article and Review | Sunday (Ch 11)
Feb 17 Exam| | Ch10

Feb 24 Ch 10 Ch 10 (Article)
Mar 3 Ch12 Ch 12 (Article) Wednesday (Ch 10)
Mar 10 Ch 13 Ch 13 (Article) Wednesday (Ch 12)

Mar 17 Ch 14 Ch14 Wednesday (Ch 13)

Mar 24 Spring Break

Mar 31 Ch 14 Exam 11 Wednesday (Ch 14)
(Article)

Apr 7 Ch 15 Ch 15

Apr 14 Ch 15 Ch 16 Sunday (Ch 15)
(Article)

Apr 21 Ch 16 Ch8 Sunday (Ch 16)
(Article)

Apr 28 Ch8 Review Wednesday (Ch 8)
(Article)

Final Exam: Mon. May 4, 1:30 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.




Honor Code:
All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and
adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may
include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and
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