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Economic Growth, Econ 4794  

Fall 2018 

MWF 9:00-9:50 a.m. in 
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Prerequisite	courses	should	be	completed	with	earned	credit	before	taking	this	class.		If	you	are	
uncertain	whether	you	ha
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Presentation	of	an	Article	on	the	Syllabus	

You	will	be	responsible	for	a	presentation	(about	25	minutes)	of	an	article	on	the	syllabus,	and,	the	
crafting	of	three	to	four	questions	directed	to	the	class	to	initiate	discussion.	The	questions	can	be	open-
ended	and	can	relate	to	anything	mentioned	in	the	paper	that	you	think	the	class	might	be	interested	to	
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Topic	Outline	and	Readings	

The	schedule	is	approximate	and	subject	to	change	based	on	class	progress.			Articles	in	the	Journal	of	
Economic	Perspectives	are	available	on	https://www.aeaweb.org/jep/issues.php	or	via	electronic	access	
from	the	CU	library.	Other	readings	will	be	made	available	on	Canvas.		

	

I. Introduction	and	Preliminaries	

(Week	1	and	2)	Chapter	1	and	2:	Differences	in	the	level	and	rate	of	income	growth	among	countries.		
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	 Theory:	Returns	to	Education.		

Student	Presentation	C:	Tessa	Bold	et	al.	“Enrollment	without	Learning:	Teacher	Effort,	
Knowledge,	and	Skill	in	Primary	Schools	in	Africa.”	Journal	of	Economic	Perspectives,	
31(4):	185-204,	
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Student	Presentation	G:	David	Autor,	“Why	are	There	Still	So	Many	Jobs?	The	History	
and	Future	of	Workplace	Automation”	Journal	of	Economic	Perspectives,	29(3),	2015.		
	

IV.	Fundamentals			

(Week	16)	Chapter	15:	Historical	Influences	Explaining	Differences	in	Wealth		

Reading:	
• Jared	Diamond.	Guns,	Germs,	and	Steel:	The	Fates	of	Human	Societies,	Chapters	4-10.		
• Daron	Acemoglu,	Simon	Johnson,	and	James	Robinson,	“The	Colonial	Origins	of	

Comparative	Development,	An	Empirical	Investigation,”	American	Economic	Review,	
Dec.	2001.	
	
Student	Presentation	H:		Stanley	Engerman	and	Kenneth	Sokoloff,	“Institutions,	Factor		
Endowments,	and	Paths	of	Development	in	the	New	World,”	Journal	of	Economic		
Perspectives,	14(3),	2000.		

	
Student	Presentation	I:		Nathan	Nunn	and	Nancy	Qian.	“The	Columbian	Exchange:	A	


