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Syllabus 
Economics 8535‐001 

Environmental Economics Graduate Seminar I 
Fall 2009 

 
 

Nicholas Flores, Associate Professor 
Economics 210 
Voice: (303) 429‐8145 
Email:  Nicholas.Flores@Colorado.edu 
 
Location:  Economics 5 
Meeting Times:  Tuesday/Thursday 11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
Office Hours:  Thursday 1:30 – 3 p.m. and by appointment 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
This course introduces students to the concepts and methods commonly used in 
applying economics to analyze environmental and natural resource problems.  As 
the first of a two course sequence, this course provides a broad overview of many 
topics, emphasizing both theory and application. 
 
Course Components: 

(1) Classroom Activities:  Class will include lectures, discussion, and in‐class 
problem solving, both in teams and individually.  Readings will be assigned 
prior to class and students will have read the material by class time. 

(2) Problem Sets:  There will be regular problem sets throughout the semester. 
(3) In‐class Examinations:  There will be two examinations, one mid‐term and 

another administered during finals. 
(4) Research Project:  Students are required to write a research paper on a topic 

of their choosing.  The goal of the research paper is to develop and propose 
an original research project. 

 
Special Accommodations Policy: 
If you have special physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities and require 
accommodations, please let me know at the beginning of the semester so that your 
learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation 
of your disability to the Disabilities Services Office in Willard 322 (phone 303‐492‐
9671).  Furthermore, if you require time off for special religious or cultural holidays, 
this should be arranged in advance with me. 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Evaluative Criteria: 
Problem Sets: 10% 
Class Participation and Performance: 5% 
Midterm Exam: 25% 
Research Paper: 35% 
Final Exam: 25% 
 
Odds & Ends: 
Students should be prepared for class which includes reading papers and turning in 
assignments on time.  Attendance is mandatory for all scheduled classes. 
 
 
 
Important Class Dates: 
August 25 – First Day of Class 
September 17‐18 – CU Environmental and Natural Resource Economics Workshop 
(Vail) 
November 21‐29 – Thanksgiving Break
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Reading 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Economics, 78(3): 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