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Instructor: Dr. Sara Avila 

Email: sara.avila@colorado.edu  
Zoom: https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/saraavila 
 

�x Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 am �² 12:00 pm using Zoom 
 
INSTRUCTOR BIO 
I am an economics instructor with more than two decades of experience. My research interests are in the 
fields of environmental economics and more recently, in how to teach economics. I have worked on topics 
related to air quality, climate change, urban transportation, and biodiversity conservation.  I am 
passionate about building understanding in a diverse environment and I am an avid (also aging) runner. I 
am grateful to have the opportunity to share with you this learning experience.  
 
Term Start: June 3, 2024 
Term End: July 26, 2024 
 

COURSE WEBSITE  
Canvas is our class website:  

�x Login using your University of Colorado Boulder identikey and password 
https://canvas.colorado.edu/
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7. Identify challenges facing cities in the future and how cities can manage them. 
 

COURSE PREREQUISITES 

Requires prerequisite courses of ECON 3070 (Intermediate Microeconomic Theory) and ECON 3818 
(Introduction to Statistics with Computer Applications) or STAT 4520 or APPM 4570 or CHEN 3010 or CSCI 
3022 or CVEN 3227 or MATH 4520 (all minimum grade C-). 
 

COURSE MATERIALS 
The required textbook is: 

�x �2�·�6�X�O�O�L�Y�D�Q�����$�������8�U�E�D�Q���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V�����������������0�F�*�U�D�Z���+�L�O�O�����,�6�%�1���������������������������� 

You may use the electronic version, the printed version, a rented version, a used textbook, as long as you 
have it.  

We will also use the following books, you may buy them, borrow from the library, or rent them. Several 
Homework questions come from O’Flaherty.  �,�� �Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H�� �F�R�S�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���P�R�G�X�O�H���� �E�X�W���L�W�·�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V��
better to know the context:  

�x �2�·�)�O�D�K�H�U�W�\�����%�������&�L�W�\���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V�����+�D�U�Y�D�U�G���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���3�U�H�V�V�������������������+�D�U�G�F�R�Y�H�U���,�6�%�1��������������������������������
Ebook ISBN 9780674041615 

�x Brueckner, Jan K., Lectures on Urban Economics, The MIT Press, 2011. ISBN 9780262016360 
�x �2�·�6�X�O�O�L�Y�D�Q�����$������Urban Economics, 9th Edition, McGraw Hill Irwin, 2019. ISBN 9780078021787. 
�x Glaeser, Edward, Triumph of the City, Macmillan, 2011. ISBN 9780230709393 

 

 
Course Website: https://canvas.colorado.edu/ (Canvas) Grades and any further additional readings will 
be posted on Canvas. Please check Canvas frequently for any relevant notifications/changes that may 
occur throughout the course.  
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY AND DELIVERY 
This course is delivered via distance education format using the CU Canvas system. This format will use a 
combination of readings, online discussion, and other web-based resources. You will interact with the 
instructor and other students using the communication functions provided by Canvas. You will submit 
assignments in accordance with the course outline using Canvas. 
 
COURSE PRESENTATION AND PROCEDURES 
There will be 14 modules corresponding to the 14 weeks of the course (1 module per week). You should 
proceed through one module per week, which will be comprised of readings from the course texts, 
supplemental class notes, graded discussion questions, homeworks and quizzes, exams, and various outside 
sources of information such as additional readings and video content, among other content.   
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
Review the separate weekly class schedule �I�R�X�Q�G���R�Q���&�D�Q�Y�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U���´�6�\�O�O�D�E�X�V�µ���O�L�Q�N�� 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION 
This course is designed to engage you mostly through exercises, however, there will be 4 to 5 class 
discussions on the topics covered in the course materials.  It is important that you participate in class 
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Discussion postings (150 POINTS) �² There will be five discussion postings. The discussion will occur 
asynchronously; I will post a discussion question and you will respond to the questions at your convenience 
prior to the due date. Some of the questions will require solving a problem set and making comments 
about your results. See the class schedule for due dates of posts and comments. Discussions 
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�x Extra credit may be available during the semester for completing certain activities, such as 
listening and commenting on a podcast, solving exercises or discussions. These extra credit 
opportunities will be determined by the instructor and announced on Canvas.  

 
COMMUNICATION 
I am nice and I want you to succeed.  Do not hesitate to contact me about anything. 

E-mail: sara.avila@colorado.edu  

�x Please always remind me of what course you are taking. I teach a bunch of courses, and I have 
more than 150 students. Sometimes I forget what course you are taking, especially at the 
beginning of the semester.  

�x I will respond to email within 12-18 hours, but usually within 2-4 hours. I always respond to emails. 
If you have not had a response within 18 hours, I did not receive the email. Be sure to use your CU 
email address because sometimes Gmail and yahoo email accounts are filtered into my spam 
folder. 

Additional ways to contact Dr. Avila: 

�x Online Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays 10 am -1 pm using Zoom 
(https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/saraavila) 

General Course Announcements 

�x �$�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V�������3�O�H�D�V�H���F�K�H�F�N���W�K�H���´�D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V�µ���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���&�D�Q�Y�D�V���� 
 

TUTORING 
The Economics Department provides a free drop-in tutorial office which offers assistance on all core 
courses in the major, and occasionally on other undergraduate courses in the Department. Its website is 
https://www.colorado.edu/economics/node/513/attachment. 
 
The Economics Department maintains a list of tutors who are available for 
private hire. Its website is https://www.colorado.edu/economics/node/515/attachment. 

 
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 
CU Boulder uses Canvas.   
Here is the list of recommended system requirements: Canvas Computer Specifications Page  
Here is the detailed list of internet browsers in Windows, MacOS, iOS and Android: Supported Browsers 
Page  
 
Technical Support 

�x Canvas technical support. If you are experiencing issues with Canvas please contact: 
o CU Boulder's Help desk at 303-735-4357 (5-HELP) or help@colorado.edu. 5-Help will 

answer your call: Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday from noon to 6:00 p.m., Closed during University Holidays  

 
o �2�Q���\�R�X�U���F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U�����F�O�L�F�N���W�K�H���´�K�H�O�S�µ�����"�����L�F�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���O�H�I�W���V�L�G�H���R�I���&�D�Q�Y�D�V�����R�Q�F�H���O�R�J�J�H�G���L�Q within 
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COURSE POLICIES. 
Course Withdrawal Policy: Any student who wishes to withdraw from the course must submit a request directly 
to Continuing Education. For complete information, please visit their website at 
https://ce.colorado.edu/resources/topics/dates-and-deadlines-general-info/   
 
POLICY ON DUE DATES 
Each lecture you will complete Problem Sets, Quizzes, and sometimes discussion posts. It is your 
responsibility to turn in each assignment on the required date.  Assignments or discussion postings turned in 
after the scheduled due date will be lowered to the next letter grade for each 12-hour period late.  The 
exceptions that may be considered is due to sickness, university excused function, or circumstances beyond 
�W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����7�K�H���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�K�H���V�R�O�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���Z�K�D�W���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V���D��
reasonable excuse for missing or submitting a late work assignment, the right to require the student to 
submit proper verification of such excuse. 
 
NETIQUETTE 
All students should be aware that their behavior impacts other people, even online. I hope that we will all 
strive to develop a positive and supportive environment and will be courteous to fellow students and your 
instructor. Due to the nature of the online environment, there are some things to remember. 

1. Always think before you write. In other words, without the use of nonverbals with your message, 
your message can be misinterpreted. So please think twice before you hit submit. 
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Members of the CU Boulder community and visitors to campus must follow university, department, and 
building health and safety requirements and all applicable campus policies and public health guidelines to 
reduce the risk of spreading infectious diseases. If public health conditions require, the university may also 
invoke related requirements for student conduct and disability accommodation that will apply to this class. 
If you feel ill and think you might have COVID-19 or if you have tested positive for COVID-19, please stay 
home and follow the guidance of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for isolation and 
testing. If you have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 but do not have any symptoms 
and have not tested positive for COVID-19, you do not need to stay home but should follow the guidance 
of the CDC for masking and testing. 
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        Urban Economics, ECON 4242, Summer 2024, Avila, University of Colorado Boulder 

 
 

Module 
(start date) 

Topic  Graded Assignments 
Due Date by 11:59pm 

MST/MDT 

1 
(6/3)


