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CourseOutline

Overview
This course examines competing explanations for cross-
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1. Marriage and Births
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VI.

Modern growth theory begins with the Solow Model. Thi®delprovides a framework for
development accounting and growth accountjrand a lasis for understanding proximate and
fundamental factors of growth.How did the Malthusian economy transition into the Solow
economy?How might the different theories for why sustained growth emerged be categ&ized
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Modern Economic Growth—Proximate Explanations
1. Productivity from Medieval to Early Modern

What wasthe nature of the advances made in medieval times? How were improvements in
agricultural productivity from the Middle Ages to the T&enturyaccomplishe@ How much
doesagricultural changeexplain urban growth and population increas® How did British
society change in terms of the hours worked and total factor productivity of the economy?
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5. Risk, Conflict and Development
How did different societies in the past handle the consequences of the common problem of
famine and harvest failures? What accounts for thefdifent strategies that states followed
Might there be any implications for how this in turn impacts on growth?
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Modern Economic Growth—Fundamental Explanations
Why are some countries gich and others sgoor? Are there ultimate factors (geography,
institutions, and culture) that have significant effects on cressuntry performance today?s
there a hierarchy of growth factors, from proximate to deeper, and how might they be related?
What are the separate contributiortd these factors¥hat are the mechanisms through which
fundamental explanations eventually impact on growthi®dw do cultural beliefs about gender,
religion, honor, and trust shape economic growth?
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