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History of Economic Development 
Economics 8764 

Spring 2017 Tue & Thur 9:30-10:45 p.m., Econ 5. 
 

Professor Carol H. Shiue, email shiue@colorado.edu 
Office Hours: Econ 206B, TR 2-3:30 p.m. 

 

 
Course Outline 

 
Overview 
This course examines competing explanations for cross-
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Class participation, 20% of your grade.  Those who are not presenting should carefully read the 
paper that is being presented that day and write-up 
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Pritchett, Lant, 1997. “Divergence, Big Time,” The Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 11, 
No. 3, pp. 3-17. 
 
Fogel, Robert, The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100 
 
Fogel, Robert, 1997. “New Findings on Secular Trends in Nutrition and Mortality: Some 
Implications for Population Theory,” in Rosenzweig and Stark, eds. The Handbook of 
Population and Family Economics. 
 
Maddison, Angus, 1983.  “A Comparison of Levels of GDP Per Capita in Developed and 
Developing Countries, 1700-1980” The Journal of Economic History, Vol. 43, No. 1, The Tasks 
of Economic History. (Mar.), pp. 27-41.  
 
Maddison, Angus, 2003. The World Economy: Historical Statistics, Organization for Economic 
Cooperation & Development. 
 
Mitchell, B. 1981. European Historical Statistics, 1750–1975, 2nd edition. New York University 
Press. 
 
Easterlin, Richard A. 2000. “Worldwide Standard of Living Since 1800,” Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 14(1): 7-26.  
 
Jones, Charles, 2007, “On the Evolution of the World Income Distribution” Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 11(3): 19–36. 
 
The British Industrial Revolution 
Lindert, Peter and Jeffrey Williamson, 1983. “English Workers’ Living Standards During the 
Industrial Revolution: A New Look,” Economic History Review
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1. Marriage and Births  

 
Student’s presentation (1/26): Boyer, George R.,1989. “Malthus Was Right After All: Poor 
Relief and Birth Rates in Southeastern England,” Journal of Political Economy, 97(1), pp. 93-
114. 
 
Wrigley, E. A., R. S. Davies, J. E. Oeppen, and R. S. Schofield. 1997. English Population History 
from Family Reconstruction: 1580-1837. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Laslett, Peter, 1983. The World We Have Lost: Further Explored, third edition (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, Chapters 4-5, pp. 81-121. 
 
Winterhalter, Bruce, 1993. “Work, Resources and Population in Foraging Societies,” Man, vol 
28: 321-340. 
 
Fogel, Robert. 2004. The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100, Europe, 
America and the Third World, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-65. 
 
Clark, Gregory, 2005, Chapter 2 & 3 of Farewell to Alms, Princeton University Press.  
 
Clark, Gregory and Gillian Hamilton, 2006. “Survival of the Richest: The Malthusian Method in 
England, 1585-1638.” Journal of Economic History 66(3): 707-736.  
 

2. Pre-industrial Family Structure 
 
Student’s Presentation (1/31): Botticini, Maristella, 1999. “A Loveless Economy? 
Intergenerational Altruism and the Marriage Market in a Tuscan Town, 1415-1436,” Journal of 
Economic History, vol 59, no. 1: 104-121. 
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Student’s Presentation (2/7): Bleakley, Hoyt, and Fabian Lange. 2009. “Chronic Disease 
Burden and the Interaction of Education, Fertility, and Growth.” Review of Economics and 
Statistics, 91(1): 52–65. 
 
Watkins, Susan Cotts and Jane Menken, 1985. “Famines in Historical Perspective,” Population 
and Development Review , Vol. 11, No. 4, pp. 647-675. 
 
O’Rourke, Kevin, 1985. “Did the Great Irish Famine Matter?” The Journal of Economic History, 
51, pp. 1-22.  
 
O’Grada, Cormac, 2000. Black ’47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, 
and Memory. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
O’Grada, Cormac, 2005, “Markets and Famines in Pre-industrial Europe,” Journal of 
Interdisciplinary History, 
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Modern growth theory begins with the Solow Model. This model provides a framework for 
development accounting and growth accounting, and a basis for understanding proximate and 
fundamental factors of growth.  How did the Malthusian economy transition into the Solow 
economy?  How might the different theories for why sustained growth emerged be categorized? 
 
Young, Alwyn 1995. “The Tyranny of Numbers,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 110(3): 641-
680. 
 
Jones, Charles, 1997.  Introduction to Economic Growth. 
 
Hall, Robert and Charles I. Jones 1999. “Why Do Some Countries Produce So Much More 
Output per Worker Than Others?” Quarterly Journal of Economics 114: 83-116. 
 
Lucas, Robert E. 2002. Lectures on Economic Growth. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press.  
 
Helpman, Elhanan, 2004. The Mystery of Economic Growth, Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of 
Harvard University Press. 
 
Acemoglu, Daron, 2009. Introduction to Modern Economic Growth. Chapter 2.  
 
Mokyr, Joel, 1990. The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress, 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Kremer, Michael,1993. “Population Growth and Technological Change: One Million B.C. to 
1990,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 108(3), pp. 681-716. 
 
Galor, Oded, 2005.  “The Transition from Stagnation to Growth: Unified Growth Theory” in 
Durlauf, S., Aghion, P. (Eds), Handbook of Economic Growth. North Holland, Amsterdam.  
 

VI.  Modern Economic Growth—Proximate Explanations  
 

1. Productivity  from Medieval to Early Modern  
 
What was the nature of the advances made in medieval times? How were improvements in 
agricultural productivity from the Middle Ages to the 18th century accomplished? How much 
does agricultural change explain urban growth and population increases?  How did British 
society change in terms of the hours worked and total factor productivity of the economy?  
 
Student’s Presentation (2/16): Davide Cantoni and Noam Yuchtman, 2014, “Medieval 
Universities, Legal Institutions, and the Commercial Revolution” Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, 129(2).  
 
Student’s Presentation (2/23): Joachim-Voth, Hans, 1998. "Time and Work in Eighteenth 
century London" Journal of Economic History, 58(1) March. 
 
Wrigley, E.A., 1985. "Urban Growth and Agricultural Change" Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History, 15(4). pp. 683-728. 
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Shiue, Carol H., 2002. “Transport Costs and the Geography of Arbitrage in Eighteenth Century 
China,” The American Economic Review, 92(5):1406-1419. 
 
Greif, Avner. 2005. “Commitment, Coercion, and Markets: The Nature and Dynamics of 
Institutions Supporting Exchange.” Chapter 28 of the Handbook for New Institutional Economics. 
Edited by Claude Menard and Mary M. Shirley.  Norwell MA: Kluwer Academic Publishers.  
 
Shiue, Carol H. 2005. “From Political Fragmentation towards a Custom Union: Border Effects of 
the German Zollverein, 1815-1855,”  European Review of Economic History, August, 9(2): 129-
162. 
 
Donaldson, Dave, Forthcoming



 11 

 
Mokyr, Joel, 2005. “The Intellectual Origins of Modern Economic Growth,” Journal of Economic 
History, 65, pp. 285-351. 
 
Allen, Robert C. 2009. “The Industrial Revolution in Miniature: The Spinning Jenny in Britain, 
France, and India,” The Journal of Economic History, 69(4), pp. 901-927.  
 
Mokyr, Joel, 2009. The Enlightened Economy, Cambridge University Press. 
 
Borjas, George, and Kirk Doran, 2012. “The Collapse of the Soviet Union and the Productivity of 
American Mathematicians,” NBER Working Paper http://www.nber.org/papers/w17800.  
 

5. Risk, Conflict  and Development 
How did different societies in the past handle the consequences of the common problem of 
famine and harvest failures? What accounts for the different strategies that states followed? 
Might there be any implications for how this in turn impacts on growth? 
 
Student Presentation (3/23): Greif, Avner and Murat Igyun, 2013. “What did the Old Poor Law 
Really Accomplish?” 
http://www.iza.org/en/webcontent/publications/papers/viewAbstract?dp_id=7398 
 
Greif, Avner and Murat Iygun, 2013. "Social Organizations, Violence, and Modern 
Growth,”.American Economic Review (Papers & Proceedings). Vol. 103(3): 534-38.  
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Keller, Wolfgang, Carol Shiue, and Xin Wang, 2017, “Capital Markets in China and Britain, 18th 
and 19th century: Evidence from Grain prices”, mimeo. 
 
Bozhong Li and Jan Luiten van Zanden, “Before the Great Divergence? Comparing the Yangzi 
Delta and the Netherlands at the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century,” Journal of Economic 
History, 72(4), Dec. 2012. 
 
Crafts, N.F.R. 1977. “Industrial Revolution in England and France: Some Thoughts on the 
Question, “Why was England First?” Economic History Review 
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Shiue, Carol H. “Intergenerational Mobility in China, Evidence from Five Linked Generations, 
1330-1885”, mimeo.  
 
Corak, Miles. 2013. “Income Inequality, Equality of Opportunity, and Intergenerational 
Mobility.” Journal of Economic Perspectives 27 (3). 
 
 
 

VIII.  Modern Economic Growth—Fundamental Explanations  
Why are some countries so rich and others so poor? Are there ultimate factors (geography, 
institutions, and culture) that have significant effects on cross-country performance today?  Is 
there a hierarchy of growth factors, from proximate to deeper, and how might they be related? 
What are the separate contributions of these factors? What are the mechanisms through which 
fundamental explanations eventually impact on growth? How do cultural beliefs about gender, 
religion, honor, and trust shape economic growth?   
 

1. Geography, Institutions, and Factor Endowments 
 
Student Presentation: Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson, 2002. 
“Reversal of Fortune: Geography and Institutions in the Making of the Modern World Income 
Distribution,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 117: pp. 1231-1294. 
 
Engerman, Stanley and Kenneth Sokoloff, 2002, "Factor Endowments, Institutions and 
Differential Paths of Development Among New World Economies" NBER WP 9259.   
 
Diamond, Jared, 1997. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies, pp. 53-92, W. W. 
Norton and Company. 
 
Gallup, John, Andrew Mellinger, and Jeffrey Sachs, 1998. “Geography and Economic 
Development,” NBER Working Paper #6849.  
 
Sachs, Jeffrey, 2001. “Tropical Underdevelopment,” NBER Working Paper #8119. 
 

2. Institutional Persistence and Colonial Legacy 

Student’s Presentation: Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson, 2005. “The 
Rise of Europe: Atlantic Trade, Institutional Change, and Economic Growth,” American 
Economic Review, 95(3). 

Melissa Dell, 2010. “The Persistent Effects of Peru’s Mining Mita,” Econometrica, 78(6): 1863-
1903. 
 
North, Douglass C. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.                             
 
Rodrick, Dani, Arvind Subramanian, and Francesco Trebbi, 2004. “Institutions Rule: The 
Primacy of Institutions over Geography and Integration in Economic Development,” Journal of 
Economic Growth, 9(2), pp.131-165. 
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McArthur, John and Jeffrey Sachs, 2001.“Institutions and Geography: Comment on Acemoglu, 
Johnson, and Robinson,” NBER Working Paper #8114 (2001).  
 
Glaeser, Edward, Rafael La Porta, Florencio Lopez-de-Silane, and Andrei Shleifer, 2004 .“Do 
Institutions Cause Growth?” 
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Fisman, Ray and Edward Miguel, 2007. Corruption, norms, and legal enforcement: Evidence 
from diplomatic parking tickets,” Journal of Political Economy 115(6): 1020-1048. 
 
Fernandez Raquel and Alessandra Fogli, 2009. 


