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Course Description 
 
This course draws on economic reasoning to examine the transformation of European economies from a 
circumstance in which Malthusian population pressure on resources was the dominant historical force to 
one in which growth of income per-capita has become the norm. This transformation, covering the period 
from roughly 1200-1900, marks one of history’s great changes. This course aims to provide both 
historical perspective and experience in the application of economic analysis to major issues. The topics 
of the course divide into three chronological and topical sections. The first examines the preconditions of 
European economic development, paying particular attention to the demographic, technological, and 
institutional changes that supported growth through the centuries before industrialization. The second 
section focuses on the period of the Industrial Revolution in England and Europe and pays particular 
attention to answering the questions of why this revolution occurred in Britain and not elsewhere. The 
third section examines the establishment, or not, of modern economic growth in other European 
economies following the British Industrial Revolution and explores growth and development as it 
continued in Europe during the 19th and 20th centuries. It brings us back to the central question we started 
the course with, “Why are some countries so rich, while others remain poor?” 
 
 
Texts – CU Bookstore, Amazon, Chegg, Coursesmart, etc.  
 

• Rondo Cameron and Larry Neal, A Concise Economic History of the World, 4th ed. (Oxford, 
2003).  [Referred to in your schedule of readings as Cameron and Neal] 

• Robert C. Allen, The British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective. (Cambridge 
University Press, 2009).  [Referred to in your schedule of readings as Allen – do not confuse 
with articles by Allen which will be followed by a title rather than a chapter number] 

• Several articles and chapters located on D2L or through Norlin Library 
 
 
 
 



Accessing Electronic Copies of Readings 
 
All of the reading material not found in your main textbooks can be accessed through the course D2L site 
(https://learn.colorado.edu see more information below). If D2L is down, y



questions. During class, students will either discuss these questions in small groups or as a whole class, 



 
Dis c r i m i n a t i o n a n d S e x u a l H a r a s s m e n t P o l i c i e s:  Any student, staff, or faculty member who believes he 
or she has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, disability, religion, sexual orientation or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination 
and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 http://www.colorado.edu/policies/sexual-assault-and-sexual-
harassment-response-protocol-faculty-staff-and-student-employees and 
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/sexual-assault-and-sexual-harassment-response-protocol-faculty-staff-
and-student-employees. The Office of Judicial Affairs can be reached at 303-492-5550. 
 
A c a d e m i c In t e g r i t y:  All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing 
and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy include: 
cheating, plagiarism, aiding academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. 



6/2 Economic Development in Ancient Times – State and Empire 



Seventeenth Century England (Journal of Economic History, December 1989) 
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6/29 European Economy in the Early 20th c. 


