
PRINCIPLES OF MICROECONOMICS 
Economics 2010-500 

Fall 2019 
 
 
Instructor:    Kevin Starnes (kevin.w.starnes@colorado.edu) 
Class Meeting:    MWF 3:00-3:50, CHEM142 
Office Hours:    T/TH 11:00-12:00  , F 1:45-2:45  
Office:    ECON 306 

TAs:    Andrew Fink (andrew.fink-1@colorado.edu)  
     Office Hours: M 9:30-10:30, TH 2:00-3:00,  F 9:30-11:30 Econ 307 
     Rimjhim Saxena (rimjhim.saxena@colorado.edu) 
     Office Hours: MW 1:30-2:30, T 2:30-4:30 Econ 307 

    
Website:    Canvas, MindTap       
  
 
Course Description 
 
Economics is the study of how people respond to incentives. This involves decision making and an analysis of 
costs and benefits. Economists are concerned with individuals, firms, governments, and any other agents that 
take part in a market. Economics is a relatively young and growing field that has application in many disciplines. 
dŚŝƐ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ǁŝůů�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĂŶ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝƐƚ͛Ɛ�
lens.  
 
Prerequisites 
 
While there are no official prerequisites, students should feel comfortable with algebraic concepts including 
fractions, graphing, and solving basic linear equations. If you have difficulty with these concepts, please come 
see me or your teaching assistant in office hours. 
 
Required Materials: 
 
Principles of Microeconomics by N. Gregory Mankiw, 8th edition though MindTap Inclusive Access. 

 
In order to keep the cost of your course materials as low as possible and access to those materials as 
convenient as possible, we have collaborated with the CU Book Store and the publisher to deliver those 
ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�͞ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ͕͟�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁŝůů�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƚƵŝƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞĞ�ďŝůů�ĂƐ�͞�ĂǇ�ϭ�
�ŝŐŝƚĂů��ĐĐĞƐƐ͘͟ 
 
What does this mean for you? 

1. If you do not opt out by Sept. 11, you will see a charge on your tuition and fee bill for $92.53 
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶ�͞�ĂǇ�ϭ��ŝŐŝƚĂů��ĐĐĞƐƐ͘͟ 

2. zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ŽƉƚ�ŽƵƚ�;ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƉĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͕�ďƵƚ�ǇŽƵ�ůŽƐĞ�Ăůů�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
materials, including homework managers like Connect or Mindtap) by using a link in a reminder email you will 
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ŚĞĂĚŝŶŐ�͞�ĂǇ�ϭ��ŝŐŝƚĂů��ĐĐĞƐƐ͘͟ 

3. You MUST opt out no later than Sept. 11, otherwise you will be charged for the materials. 
 

The advantage to this method of course materials delivery is twofold. First, every student in the course has 
access to the materials immediately. Second, the CU Book Store will bill you for these materials on your tuition 
and fee bill at a negotiated low price unavailable to the general public. 
 



Although you must have these materials to complete some assignments, federal law mandates that you have 
the option of declining these materials. To do so, please refer to the email you have received with the subject-
ŚĞĂĚŝŶŐ�͞�ĂǇ�ϭ��ŝŐŝƚĂů��ĐĐĞƐƐ͘͟�WůĞĂƐĞ�ŬĞĞƉ�ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ŽƉƚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ͟�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�
materials will be turned off and you will have no way to complete assignments.  
 
You must opt out of this charge by clicking the link in your “Day 1 Digital Access” email by Sept. 11 or you 



 
Homework: You will need Mindtap access to be able to complete homework assignments. Homework will be 
assigned through Mindtap and will generally be due Sundays at 11:59 PM. You may attempt the homework 3 
times and your best attempt will be graded.  In addition, I will drop your 3 lowest chapter homework 
assignments.  The first homework will be due Sep 8th. 
  
Makeup Policy:  Nearly every 



Undergraduate Studies for the Economics Department, and we will report this to both the University and the 
Honor Council which could result in further discipline up to and including expulsion from the University. 
 
Tentative Schedule: 
Exams are tentatively scheduled on the following dates. 

Exam Date 

Midterm 1 Friday,  Sep 27th  in class 

Midterm 2 Friday, Nov 1st in class 

Midterm 3 Friday, Dec 6th in class 

Final (cumulative) Wednesday, Dec 18th 7:30 ʹ 10:00 pm  

WůĞĂƐĞ�ŶŽƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ�ŝƐ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ�ĚŝƐĐƌĞƚŝŽŶ͘� 
 
Additionally, there is no recitation the first week of classes.  It is important to note that there is no recitation the 
first week of class. Recitation begins on the second week of class (week of 9/3, Monday 9/2 is a university 
holiday).  
 
Important Dates 
Sept 4th (Wed.) ʹ Last day to be automatically enrolled from a waitlist.  
Sept 11th  (Wed.) ʹ Last Day to Drop a Class without penalty 
Nov 1st (Fri.)  ʹ 

/registrar/sites/default/files/attached-files/fall2019acad_calendar.pdf
/economics/sites/default/files/attached-files/tutorial-lab.pdf
/economics/sites/default/files/attached-files/tutor_list_0.pdf



