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COURSE DESCRIPTION :  
This course examines basic concepts of microeconomics or the behavior and the interactions of 
individuals, firms and government. Topics include determining economic problems, how consumers and 
businesses make decisions, how markets work, and how they fail and how government actions affect 
markets. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to 

1. Define the basic economic terms presented.  
2. Distinguish between different economic terms and concepts and recognize how those concepts 

apply to different economic problems. 
3. Analyze different economic principles and use those principles to differentiate between the 

illogical and the sensible, between the misleading use of statistics, misleading anecdotal evidence, 
and the reasonable presentation of information. 

4. Synthesize the information given in each section to explain key concepts and set up and solve 
problems that utilize the economic principles. 

5. Acquire the ability to think about complex economic issues in a logical objective manner, so that 
you discriminate between correct solutions to economic problems, and common misconceptions.
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CLASS SCHEDULE: 
Review the separate class schedule titled “Class Schedule” found on Canvas under the “Introduction” 
section in “Modules”. 

 
CLASS PARTICIPATION:  
This course is designed to engage you through class discussions on the topics covered in the course 
materials.  It is important that you participate in class discussions to facilitate learning by other students 
and gain exposure to different viewpoints of other students in the class.  It is therefore necessary to 
participate throughout the course in the discussion questions, not wait until the last minute to post on 
discussion topics. 

 
EVALUATION AND GRADING: 
Course grades will be determined by the completion of assignments, exams, and discussions, as shown 
below: 

Assignment* 
Points per 

Assignment 
Frequency 

GRADE 
POINTS 

GRADE 
PERCENTAGE 

Discussions (post and response)     (30) *    (5) =   150     15% 
Quizzes  
Homework 

    (20) 
    (10) 

*  (11) 
*  (11) 

=   220 
=   110 

    22% 
    11% 

Practice Midterm Exam     (10) *    (1) =     10    1% 
Proctored Midterm Exam   (200) *    (1) =   200     20% 
Practice Cumulative Final Exam     (10) *    (1) =     10    1% 
Proctored Cumulative Final Exam   (300) *    (1) =   300     30% 

TOTAL   = 1000 
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SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, DISCRIMINATION, 

/oiec/policies/discrimination-harassment-policy/protected-class-definitions
mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
/dontignoreit/
/dontignoreit/
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
/counseling/
/health/academiclivecare
/health/academiclivecare

	Professor: Billy Mertens
	Instructor Bio:
	Course Description :
	Course Objectives:
	Required Course Materials:
	Supplemental Readings:
	Instructional Methodology and Delivery:
	Course Presentation and Procedures:
	Class Schedule:
	Class Participation:

	Evaluation and Grading:
	Course Grading Criteria
	Assignments:

	Proctoring:
	Extra Credit:
	Expectations of Instructors:
	Course Policies:
	Policy on Cheating:
	If you are found to have violated the honor code (see below), by both the honor code council and I, you will automatically FAIL the course!

	Netiquette:
	Technology Requirements:
	You MUST have a consistent, high-speed Internet connection to view the lecture videos and the other content in this course. When you take quizzes, we recommend you use either a desktop computer or a laptop in a quiet location with a secure AND RELI×¨�L...

	Technical help
	Additional support Services
	Policy on Due Dates:
	Accommodation for Disabilities, Temporary Medical Conditions, and Medical Isolation
	Preferred Student Names and Pronouns
	Honor Code

	Sexual Misconduct, Discrimination, Harassment and/or Related Retaliation
	Religious Holidays
	Mental Health and Wellness


